We define maximal CP nonconservation as occurring when a unique convention-independent parameter t, a quartic function of the Kobayashi-Maskawa matrix V, is maximized. The maximum value is much greater than the experimental upper limit, and so the observed CP nonconservation is much less than maximal. Maximal CP nonconservation corresponds to maximum mixing of the quark generations, just as maximal parity nonconservation corresponds to maximum mixing of the vector and axial-vector interactions. 
Soon after, several authors suggested that parity conservation might be violated "maximally. " "Maximal" parity nonconservation means that the vector and axial-vector currents occur with equal normalizations and equal coupling constants in the fundamental Lagrangean of weak interactions. This suggestion proved to be correct. It is incorporated in the standard model by the fact that only the left-handed current couples to the &boson.
This success led to the suggestion that CP nonconservation, discovered in 1964, might also be maximal.
In the Kobayashi-Maskawa (KM) framework, ' CP nonconservation is associated with imaginary parts of elements of the KM matrix V. Maximal CP nonconservation might then correspond to some element, or some term in some element of V, being purely imaginary, or, in other words, to a term having a phase of +n/2. Several authors have considered this point of view.
The situation for this notation of maximal CP nonconservation differs, however, from that for maximal parity nonconservation.
Since a left-handed spinor field remains left handed under chiral transformations, the latter is an invariant concept. The former notion is not invariant, since the phases of elements of Vcan be changed by a change of the phases of the quark fields. It remains to assess the significance of models such as that of Gronau and Schechter. Our view is that such models are interesting, but that they should not be called models with maximal CP nonconservation.
There is no convention-independent separation between the mixing angles and the phase in the KM matrix V. Whether or not a phase is +Tr/2 depends on the conventions used to parametrize V, and therefore the fact that the phase can have such a value in some parametrization does not have physical significance.
Finally, we emphasize that the fact that present data on weak interaction rates constrain~V "~s o severely that the observed CP-nonconservation parameter err can only be fitted with the CP-nonconserving phase set to its maximum value +2r/2 should be regarded as showing that the KM model with three generations is on the edge of being ruled out by experiment, rather than being regarded as evidence for "maximal" CP nonconservation.
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